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Hail the day that sees him rise,
To his throne above the skies
Christ awhile to mortals given
Re-ascends his native heaven
(United Methodist Hymnal)

FROM OUR PASTOR'S DESK
Richard'’s Raps

A tour guide taking tourist through Westminster Cathedral in London remarked, “Many of the
leading citizens of the British Empire sleep all over the Cathedral.” One tourist was overheard
saying, “When we have that problem we improve the ventilation system, and if that doesn’t solve
the problem we get a new preacher.” When Mary and I walked through Westminster
and Saint Paul’s cathedrals in London we were struck by the number of people who are buried in
the floors, walls, and open crypts. Walking through those two magnificent buildings was like walking
through British history and a cemetery at the same time; however, I had little sense of being in “sacred space” in
either structure. Some churches sleep or yawn their way from one Sunday to the next without ever really
waking up and spending energy on taking the call of Christ to make disciples and to have ministries of mercy to
those in need. I'm glad I don’t preach where the “saints sleep” but where the saints are actively sharing their
faith with each other and are “plotting” on how they can make the world a better place for all. May is such a
busy month with graduations, Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, and other family and societal events. Take time to
enjoy all of May’s events!!!! “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so . . . “(Psalm 107.2)

ASCENSION DAY

For many, Ascension Day will go relatively unnoticed. Forty days after Easter is just another Thursday with
many of us in our ordinary weekday routines. The event it celebrates, however, is an important episode in the
life of Jesus that the church has regarded highly through the year.

Luke tells the story of Jesus’ ascension both at the end of his gospel (Luke 24:50-53) and the beginning of his
writing about the early church (Acts 1:9-11). Our creeds affirm the Ascension as a central doctrine of the
Christian faith. The Apostles’ Creed reads, “he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty.”

Our United Methodist forebear, John Wesley, emphasized the day by including it as one of three non-Sunday
holy day observance. The other two are Good Friday and Christmas.

Today, many United Methodist congregations recognize Jesus’ ascension during regular worship services on
Ascension Sunday, the Sunday immediately following Ascension Day.


http://www.lathropumc.org/
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/apostles-creed-traditional-ecumenical
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-wesley-john

THE CHURCH LIBRARY BECKONS FROM ITS PAGES

SEEKING ALLAH, FINDING JESUS
By Nabeel Qureshi

What do you know about Islam? Adhan, hadith, urdu, jamaat, khalifa, du’aa, surah, Ramadhan...what
does it all mean? Nabeel Qureshi explains Islam and its beliefs. He shares his home. He shares his passion and his
struggles. Where will the terrible class between Islam and Christianity lead him? He will find peace, but where?

PLAIN TRUTH
By Jodi Picoult

For you who love “Amish” novels, the library holds a new addition. This one is set in a usually peaceful Pennsylvania’s
Amish community, Paradise. An infant is found murdered! Is the eighteen-year-old girl Kate Fisher (thought to be her
mother) the one responsible? Ellie Hathaway arrives to defend Kate. Ellie is a big-city lawyer. What does she know about
the “Amish system of justice”? She will learn and at the same time learn a lot about herself.

OUR BLESSINGS

It has begun. It is exciting! We have “Promise”! Our church
has a new Sunday School class taught by Trish Martin and her
helper Rachel. There are six members: Beck Coursey, Charlie

Gagnon, Logan Henry, Sarah Howerton, Edwin Hufford, and Maddie Smith

You have already seen their smiling faces as they hand out bulletins and prayer
cards, put money in their “offering pig”, serve as acolytes, play our bells, sing, and
take part in programs, plus also ring the outside bell at the end of church. WOW!
Now they have their own classroom. This group can stretch its wings. What is
possible? Everything and anything. They can learn even more about Jesus and
God’s love; and since they’re not afraid to share it, watch out congregation,
community and world. This group is ready to make a difference. “Promise!”

A prayer for Mother’s Day

Lord, we remember the mothers
who have gone before us.
For their love, sacrifice, struggle
and joy, we thank you.

Lord, we remember the mothers of
Scripture who are a part of our story
as we are a part of your story.
For their courage, faith, love and
fierceness, we thank you.

Lord, we remember those who have not
given birth to us, but are mothers to us.
For their gift of themselves that they
have given, we thank you.

For the women who struggle with
fertility, for those women whom
society labels as less in their childlessness,
for those women who have lost children.
For their tears, for their strength,
for their wisdom, for their lives,
we thank you.

In your name we pray. Amen. by Claire Schoepp ‘




DATES TO REMEMBER

MAY 2018

1 May Day

3 National Day of Prayer

8 V-E Day 1945

10 Ascension Day

13 Mother's Day

14 Trustee Meeting

14 Administration Board Meeting
19 Armed Forces Day

28 Memorial Day.

USHERS FOR MAY

fsiiz  may 2018
BIRTHDAYS
5 Cathy Payne
5...Betty Davis

12 Brandon Gilzean

17...Keylie Beane

17...Troy Beane

27 Edwin Hufford

30...Cheryl Snodgrass

31...Lori Snodgrass
30...James Davidson

30 Freiderun Boone

ANNIVERSARY
25..Jeff & Trish Martin

HER’RIAL DAY...

I8 THE DAY THAT'S SET

ASIDE TO REMEMBER WITH
GRATITUDE AND PRIDE
ALL THOSE WHO SERVED,
AND DIED FOR OUR
COUNTRY AND OUR
FREEDOM.
MAY YOUR DAY BE
FILLED WITH
MEMORIES AN

PEACE.

Sherry and Terry Carson

CARES AND CONCERNS

Jack Day

Jon Carter
Mike Dickerson
Larry Payne
Carmen Stone
Robert Ewens
Brittany Kistner
Lilly Harrell

Wilma Tippet

Heather Carter

Billy Webster

Dylan Gowin

Marguerite Pulliam

Shelby Ewens

Cheryl Snodgrass

Keeton Webster

Joey Jelinek Our Military

Our Community People of Puerto Rico
The Children and Youth of our Church

Our Church Our Pastor

If you have prayer concerns, please email
lathropumc.newsletter@live.com or contact:
Kathy Mydland 528-3780; Brenda Bonar 528-
3004; or Norella Beane 740-4419.

PRAYER CARDS

New Prayer Cards are on the table inside
the front door of our church . When you
pick up your bulletin, pick up a Prayer
Card and jot down (print) your cares and
concerns, place the card in the collection
plate for Pastor Richard to share with the
congregation.



mailto:lathropumc.newsletter@live.com

FESTIVAL of SHARING
ONE mission/MANY communities
Challenging You...

A Bottle of Skin Lotion (11-14 oz.)

Festival of Sharing has posed a challenge to the districts with collections at Annual Conference this year.
Each district has been assigned an item that belongs in a Missouri Personal Hygiene Pack. The idea is that
each district brings as many of their one item as they can, and everything will be utilized for a youth packing
project at one of the Sharefest locations. Their goal is enough supplies to pack 250 hygiene packs for our
brothers and sisters in need! There will be crates available near the entry of the Expo center labeled with the
item and district who is bringing the items. The Northwest District has been assigned: Bottle of Skin Lotion
(11-14 oz.) Annual Conference is scheduled for June 8, 9, 10 and Rev. Richard will be leaving on the
morning of the 8th from his home to attend. Please bring any lotion that you are donating to the church before
or on June 3rd. Thank you. We have done some amazing things in the past. What can we do with this New
Challenge?

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

I - A greeting from Lillie Harrell: “Hi! | miss you. You will always be MY CHURCH!”

J = Lillie Harrell is still a member of our Lathrop United Methodist Church even though she is now
living with her daughter in Gladstone. Let me tell you a little bit about this wonderful lady.
She was born in Hannibal, MO, worked at a junk yard, has four children, has many
grandchildren, crochets, was a volunteer at the Veterans’ Home in Cameron for many years and
was married almost 61 years. This is a lady who says, “I’m nothing special”, but my is she
wrong! She was married to George Harrell at age 17. They lived briefly in Hannibal, moved to
Peoria, IL, and then moved back to Hannibal where they lived for 55 years. When George became ill they
moved to our area so that he could stay at the Veterans’ Home in Cameron. Although we were never
fortunate enough to meet George before he passed away, Lillie tells that he was a hard worker. Even after he
retired from working as a dairyman salesperson, he kept busy, busy, busy. Lillie has always kept busy caring
for her family. But she really did (at one time) work in the office of a junkyard. She has also been a clerk in a
grocery store, worked at Western Printing and at a candy store, and was a substitute cook in the Hannibal
School System. When she lived in Lathrop she not only volunteered four days a week at the Veterans’ Home
(plus any other time that they needed her), but also crocheted: tablecloths, lap robes, sweaters, dish clothes,
children’s clothes, afghans, doilies, bedspreads, and bonnets. Many of these items she would donate to our
Fall Auction. She used to piece quilts and do hand quilting, but it became hard for her to hold the needle, but
she does still knit. Her hands were always busy. She is definitely an energetic bionic woman too. She has 5
artificial joints: 2 knees, 2 hips, and a shoulder. Lillie has some medical issues now, but whenever she
possibly can, she jumps in her car for a visit to HER CHURCH. What a woman! What a lady!

UMC POTATO AND SALAD BAR DURING LATHROP FRIENDSHIP FESTIVAL

(e Lathrod FR) Lathrop's Friendship Festival will be early this year! Our church will be having a Potato and Salad
Bar in our Friendship Hall (entrance in the back) on Saturday, June 2nd from 11:30 am-2:00 pm.

i You will have your choice of a regular Baked Potato or a Baked Sweet Potato with your ch0|ce of
toppings. There will also be salad, deserts and drinks. All for a free-will offering. e
If you have joined us before you know how great everything tastes, if you have not
joined us before be sure to come in and give us a try!




2018 NATIONAL PRAYER FOR AMERICA
MAY 3, 2018

; Our Dear Heavenly Father, while we come to You in complete humility, we also come to
‘ You with boldness in the authoritative name of Your One and Only Son, Jesus Christ,

who is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. In Jesus’ name, fill us now
with Your Holy Spirit and lead us as we pray in Jesus’ name for America.

Naticnal Day Oh God, we are burdened for our nation today. We turn from the sins that we have

of Frayer  committed against your Word and your Name. We turn away from our contentious words
and ways toward one another that has led us to division and polarization. We turn away from our
disrespect and lack of dignity toward each other, and we turn away from our continual devaluation of all
human life from the womb until death in this world. We also turn away from and refuse to participate in
skepticism, criticism, and cynicism in our nation. We turn away from anything that divides us, and we run
toward the gospel of Jesus Christ that is the only thing that has the power to unite us together.

Lord, in this critical hour in our nation, we pray for unity in America. Only You can bring unity,

harmony, and oneness in America. As your Word calls us in Ephesians 4:3,“ Ma ki ng every ef
the unity of the Spi rwetask Yol to enpogvér ustomake eleoyeftbrttolive p e a
in unity, to call for unity, and to forward unity in America continually.

We pray for the churches in America to unify in Jesus Christ and to pray as one unified spiritual family
for America. May Your Church pray for America passionately, perpetually, privately, and publicly.

We pray for God’s power to unify families, workplaces, communities, and cities in America. By Your
Spirit, lead us to forgiveness, reconciliation, healing, and unity.

We pray for people of all ethnicities and races in America to come together as one, living in peace and
unity together. Oh Lord, because each of us is created in Your image, please give us the courage to stand
against all racial and ethnic division, denouncing it as evil and sinful, while simultaneously coming
together in unity with all persons knowing this is God’s will for us.

We pray in unity for the security of our nation. We ask You to preserve the United States of America
from the forces of evil that are threatening our lives and our future. God, please guard all persons in
public and private settings from anyone or anything that desires to harm us or take our lives. Our future is
in Your hands.

We agree clearly, unite visibly, and pray extraordinarily for the next Great Spiritual Awakening in
America. Oh Lord, wake up Your church spiritually and convict Your people to agree clearly, unite
visibly, and pray extraordinarily until the next Great Spiritual Awakening occurs in our generation.

Oh God, we stand together upon Your wordsinPsal m 133: 1, *“How good and
brothers | ive t Dhgoegh JasesTnamie ind by ther Hwlp Spiyit’s power, we pray for all
Americans to unify and to live together in unity.

In the mighty and majestic name of Jesus Christ who is the Only Savior and the Only Hope in this world,
we pray. Amen.

Dr. Ronnie Floyd

President, National Day of Prayer Task Force
Senior Pastor, Cross Church



A family was having dinner on Mother's Day but the mother was unusually quiet. Finally, her husband asked
what was wrong.
“Nothing," said the woman. Not believing her, he asked again. "No seriously, what's wrong?"
Finally she said, "Do you really want to know? Well, I'll tell you. I have cooked and cleaned and fed the kids for
15 years and on Mother's Day, you don't even tell me so much as ' Thank you.""
Kk xkkxk
A young man agreed to baby-sit one night so a single mother could have an evening out. At bedtime he sent the
youngsters upstairs to bed and settled down to watch football.
One child kept creeping down the stairs, but the young man kept sending him back to bed.
At 9pm the doorbell rang, it was the next-door neighbor, Mrs. Brown, asking whether her son was there. The
young man brusquely replied, "No."
Just then a little head appeared over the banister and shouted, "I'm here, Mom, but he won't let me go home!"
Kk Fkkk
I got my Mom a scratch-off Lottery ticket for Mother's Day but I couldn't resist scratching it of f myself,
and would you believe it - it was a $10,000 winner!
I'm sure she'll like the flowers.

Lathrop UMC
\ P,0.Box 15
Lathrop, MO 64465

A little boy was standing in front of a mirror in the restroom at John F. Kennedy Airport, when in walked a
Marine staff sergeant, dressed in his dress blues. The little boy turned to the Marine and said, "Wow! Are you a
Marine?"

The Marine replied, "Why, yes I am, young man. Would you like to wear my hat?"

"Boy, would I!," said the little boy. He took the hat and placed it on his head and turned to admire himself in
the mirror.

As he was looking in the mirror, he heard the door open and through a ray of bright light, a man entered the
room. But, this was not just a man — he was more than a man. He was an Airborne Ranger.

The little boy tfurned and went over to the soldier. As he approached him, he could see the reflection in his
boots. His eyes widened as he stared up at the soldier's chest full of medals and combat ribbons. He tried to
speak, but he couldn't. Finally, he took a deep breath, and managed to say, "Excuse me, Sir. Are you an Airborne
Ranger?"

The Ranger replied with a thunderous voice, "Why yes, I am!l Would you like to shine my boots?"

The little boy smiled, and said, "Oh, no sirll I'm not a Marine. I'm just wearing his hat

TAKE 5 MINUTES TO PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER



