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Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the 

showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.” 
 Hosea 6:3 

 

FROM OUR PASTORS’ DESKS                          

         

 

Richard's Raps 

 

      How do I entertain myself on Sunday afternoon and evening?  Starting in September and 

running through January I have N.F.L. Football, followed in February with Beagle field trials, then 

early March brings the Iditarod sled dog race, followed by basketball's March Madness later in the 

month.   Then what?  What do I do to entertain myself on  Sunday afternoon?  Not being a fan of 

baseball, sports entertainment quickly becomes a dead end.  Luckily, this year I can amuse myself 

with politics.  While politics always devolves into something akin to a bunch of junior high boys and girls 

calling each other incompetent, racist, sexist, and worse; this election year the comments from both parities 

seems even sharper.  At least I don't remember "activist" causing "fist-fights" in meetings, grabbing 

microphones, and being totally disruptive before - sounds like something from the third world.  In John 

Wesley's day there was a contentious election year, too.  Here is how Wesley admonished "Methodist" to 

conduct themselves, "I met those of our society who had votes in the ensuing election, and advised them, 1. to 

vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy. 2. to speak no evil of the person they voted 

against: and, 3. to take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other side. (October 

6, 1774)  I know I'd be hoping against hope to believe that America's election season would leave its "junior 

high" name calling and adopt something like the Reverend Doctor John Wesley suggested.  Indeed, I'd miss 

something to amuse myself with until September football.  Pray for the nation, and vote your convictions.     

 

Ted's Ponderings  

 

        In the old British Navy, whenever any sudden disaster occurred, such as an explosion, it was 

the buglers duty to play what is called  “The Still”, and when the men hear it each is to stop 

perfectly quiet for a moment and recollect his senses and thus be better prepared for intelligent 

action in the emergency.  Perhaps this is what the Psalmist  was thinking when he wrote:  “ be still 

and know that I am God.* Psalm 46: 10.      

     As we enter April in the after- glow of the Easter Celebration, It is good to take the words of 

the Psalmist to heart. Start each day in a moment of stillness so that we can be better prepared for intelligent and 

faith- filled responses to  opportunities, challenges and   emergencies  of the day.  

Be good, be well and pray for one another Daily! 

 

In the light of a king's face there is life, and his favor is like the clouds that bring the spring rain. 
Proverbs 16:15  

http://www.lathropumc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+6%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+16%3A15&version=ESV


 

THE  CHURCH LIBRARY BECKONS FROM IT'S PAGES 

 

                                          Go the Distance 

                           The Making of a Promise Keeper 

                            By John Trent and Many Others 

     

        When you reach the end of your life and look back, will your thoughts be full of sorrow or 

satisfaction?  Will you wish you’d spent more time at the office?  Will you regret pursuing the things that don’t 

last?  Or will you rejoice in the commitments you made to God, your family, and friends?  The pages of this 

book relate candid, personal accounts of men who struggled with real temptations and losses—and came 

through the hardships closer to God.  You will find here an exciting approach to setting and pursuing goals.  

Along the way, you’ll learn how you can change the world, one life at a time. 

  

                                                               The Jade Crucible 

                                                                 By Janice Miller 

  

        The phone rang in the darkness, and a voice whispered,  “They come across the sea.  They come without 

letting even the sky know.  Watch out, they’re invisible, like ghost's.  Watch out for the water.”  Meet Alexis 

Albright in the heart of Honolulu and go with her on this awesome adventure. 

  
 

BIBLE TRIVIA   Jesus told His disciples, "For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the 

__________ _________."   (Answer found elsewhere in newsletter.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR BLESSINGS 

   
The secretary of the Administrative Board is Cathy Payne.  Dr. Coleson encouraged her to 
take this position when Diane Assel retired.  That was a long,  long time ago.  Each month 
that the Board meets Cathy faithfully attends, participates, listens and records all business 

that is transacted.  Next these notes must be transformed into accurate minutes.  Cathy prints these by 
hand.  She developed her beautiful handwriting while teaching second grade for over 20 years.  (She also 
taught fourth grade for 2 years.)  Next Cathy presents these minutes at the next Board meeting.  When 
approved she copies them for the congregation.  Thank you, Cathy, for all that you do for our church and 
our congregation. 
  
    There are two other Kathy’s on the Administration Board.  Their names are both spelled with a “K” rather 
than a “C”.  Who are they and what other positions do they hold in our church this year? 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

               DATES TO REMEMBER     
                                              

          April  2016 

          1  April Fool's Day 
           2  UMC Progressive Dinner                               5:00 - ?? 

           2  Community Men’s Breakfast                        7:00 a.m. 

                             Hosted by First Baptist  Church  

          3  UMM Breakfast                                                7:30 a.m. 

         11  Admin. Board Meeting                                      7:00 p.m.    

         10  Fellowship Dinner following Worship 

 

Ushers for April:   Donald Griffin & Kyle Beane 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS          

April               
  
.4...Terri Stark 

.6...Rev. Ted Hepner 

12...Kathy Mydland 

23...Callie Justus                                                               

24...Candy Fugett 

25...Norella Beane 

27...Shannin Mydland 

                                                            

  ANNIVERSARY 

22 Lary & Kathy Mydland 

         29...Steve & Donna Jelinek 

 

 

CARES AND CONCERNS 

 

 
  Gerry McKee      Dean McKee 

  Jack Day            Wilma Tippet     

  Barry Todd         Neoma Lottman 

  Mike Dickerson    Billy Webster 

  Larry & Cathy Payne & Family 

  Carmen Stone      Alyssa Dial 

   Robert Ewens      Shelby Ewens 

  Marguerite Pulliam Brittany Kistner 

  Sandi Partain       Kathy Smith 

  Pastor Ted & Mae's grandson 

  The Children of our Church      

  Our Military       Our Community 

  Our Church        Our Pastors   

               
    If you have prayer concerns, please email 

lathropumc.newsletter@live.com or contact:  

Kathy Mydland 528-3780; Brenda Bonar 528-

3004; or Norella Beane 740-4419. 

 

ATTENDANCE  REPORT 

 

     Barry Todd reported an average of 

53.25 people in worship attendance for 

February 2016.  Total people attending 

worship for the month was 213.  

(Answer to Bible Trivia Question: The 

Holy Ghost) 
 

mailto:lathropumc.newsletter@live.com


HOW LONG IS EASTER? 

     Easter for Christians is not just one day, but a 50-day period. The season of Easter, or 

Eastertide, begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and ends on 

Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the 

birth of the Church (see Acts 2). 

      Easter is also more than just an extended celebration of the 

resurrection of Jesus. In the early church, Lent was a season for 

new converts to learn about the faith and prepare for baptism on 

Easter Sunday. The initial purpose of the 50-day Easter 

season was to continue the faith formation of new 

Christians. 

     This extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what it means 

when we say Christ is risen. It’s the season when we remember our baptisms 

and how through this sacrament we are, according to the liturgy, “incorporated 

into Christ’s mighty acts of salvation.” As “Easter people,” we also celebrate and 

ponder the birth of the Church and gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost), and how we are to 

live as faithful disciples of Christ 

 

 

 

           

And the little children 

led;  laying palm leaves 

at his feet. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

     Good News!  Good News!  The Children's Sunday School 

classes have been growing by leaps and bounds!  Record 

numbers have been happening for the past several month, 

with the last recorded figure of 145 on Easter Sunday.  What 

a glorious happening for our church.   Just as Sunday School 

is growing, so is the Children's Sermon during Sunday 

Worship.   

Pastor Ted Hepner delivering the message to 

the children during Easter morning service. 

 

SPRING STEAK/CHICKEN DINNER 
 

WHAT:  SPRING STEAK/CHICKEN DINNER 

          Includes Steak/Chicken, Baked Potato, Salad, Dessert, Roll & Drink 

WHEN:  April 16      5:00 - 7:30 P.M. 

WHERE:  UMC Fellowship Hall   

COST:  Adults: Steak  $15/ Chicken $12    Children $6 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL FOOL-ishness 

 

Q: When do monkeys fall from the sky? 

A: During Ape -ril showers!  

Q: Why is the letter A like a flower? 

A: A bee (B) comes after it!  

Q: Can February March?  

A: No, but April May!  

Q: When do people start using their trampoline? 

A: Spring -Time 

Q: Why is everyone so tired on April 1? 

A: Because they've just finished a long, 31 day March!  

Q: What season is it when you are on a trampoline? 

A: Spring -time!  

Q: Why did the farmer plant a seed in his pond? 

A: He was trying to grow a water -melon. 

 

A LITTLE GIRL WANTS TO GO 

A little nine year old girl was in church with her mother when she started feeling ill.  

"Mommy" she said "Can we leave now?"  

"No" her mother repl ied.  

"Well, I think I have to throw up!"   

"Then go out the front door and around to the back of the church and throw up behind a bush."  

In about two minutes the little girl returned to her seat.  

"Did you throw up?" her mother asked.  

"Yes" the little gi rl replied .  

"Well, how could you have gone all the way to the back of the church and return so quickly?"  

"I didn't have to go out of the church, Mommy" the little girl replied, "They have a box next to the front door that 

says 'for the sick'."  

AT THE PEARLY GATES 

At the pearly gates, a taxi driver and minister 

are waiting in line. St. Peter consults his list and 

says to the taxi driver, "Take this silken robe and 

golden staff and enter the Kingdom of Heaven."  

      St. Peter next greets the minister saying, 

"Take this c otton robe and wooden staff and 

enter the Kingdom of Heaven."  

      "Just a minute," says the minister. "That man 

was a taxi driver, and he gets a silken robe and 

golden staff while I get a cotton robe and wooden 

staff. How can this be?"  

      "Up here, we  work by results," says St. Peter. 

"While you preached, people slept; while he drove, 

people prayed."  

 

AN INVITATION 

  

April 7, 2016 from 6:30 -- 7:30 

Lathrop Christian Church 

  

Ladies, let’s get together and stretch our 

hearts. 

Join us for a night of friends, stress relief 

and fun with a “Resistance Band” workout. 

Take your new band and personalized 

exercise plan home with you. 

Please call Mary Jo Brown (816-528-3124) if 

you plan on attending.  This will give her an 

idea of how many bands are needed. 

See you there! 

A preacher visits an elderly woman from his 

congregation. As he sits on the couch he 

notices a large bowl of peanuts on the coffee 

table. "Mind if I have a few?" he asks.  

      "No, not at all!" the woman replied.  

      They chat for an hour and as the preacher 

stands to leave, he realizes that instead of 

eating just a few peanuts, he emptied most of 

the bowl. "I'm terribly sorry for eating all 

your peanuts, I really just meant to eat a 

few."  

      "Oh, that's all right," the woman  says. 

"Ever since I lost my teeth all I can do is suck 

the chocolate off them."  
 



TOP TEN REASONS EVE WAS CREATED 

10. God was worried that Adam would frequently become lost in the garden because he would not ask for   

directions.  

9. God knew that one day Adam would require someone to locate and hand him the remote.  

8. God knew Adam would never go out and buy himself a new fig leaf when his wore out and would therefore 

need Eve to buy one for him.  

7. God knew Adam would never be able to make a doctor's, dentist, or haircut appointment for himself.  

6. God knew Adam would never remember which night t o put the garbage on the curb.  

5. God knew if the world was to be populated, men would never be able to handle the pain and discomfort of 

childbearing.  

4. As the Keeper of the Garden, Adam would never remember where he left his tools.  

3. Apparently, Adam n eeded someone to blame his troubles on when God caught him hiding in the garden.  

2. As the Bible says, It is not good for man to be alone!  

And the #1 reason why God created Eve...  

1. When God finished the creation of Adam, He stepped back, scratched his he ad, and said, "I can do better 

than that!  

 
LATHROP UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

BOX 15  

LATHROP, MO 64465 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NEW MINISTER stood at the church door  greeting the members as they left the Sunday morning service. 

Most of the people were very  generous telling the new minister how much they liked his message, except for one 

man who said, "The was a very dull and boring sermon, pastor."  

      A few minutes later, the same man again appeared in line and said, "I don't think you did much preparati on for 

your message." 

      Once again, the man appeared, this time muttering, "You really blew it. You didn't have a thing to say, pastor."  

      Finally, the minister could stand it no longer. He went to one of the deacons and inquired about the man.  

      "Oh, don't let that guy bother you," said the deacon. "He's a little slow. All he does is go around repeating 

whatever he hears other people saying."  

TAKE 5 MINUTES TO PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER  


